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A Brother tn Tribulation , and in the Kingdom and Patience of ——— ; 
Jeſus Chriſt, To the Elebt according to the fore-knowledge of God 
the Father, called to ſanttificatten of the Spirit unto - Fey 
and ſprinkling of the Blood of Jeſus ; Together with thoſe yet 
uncalled, or however diſtinguiſhed, or ſcattered, greeting. 


——c 


My Brethren and dearly loved in Teſma the Chriſt, 
Say the Truth in Chriſt, 1 lie not, my Conſcience alfo bearing 
me witneſs in the holy Ghoſt, that I have great heavineſs an 
continual ſorrow for you in my heart, out of an earneſt and ttue 
Chriſtian-affeRion to you, and an unceſlant deſire that' You may 
proſper in ſoul and body, and may be made fit, and accounted worthy | 
to (tand with the Lamb at his appearing upon the Mount $19 : But _ © '{ 
though I have very ſtrong perſwahions upon my heart, thatthis Day of & *'} 
the Lord is very very very near, even atthe door ; yet I have a holy £4 
zealoufic upon many, and fear that multitudes,whoſe Names are wiit-"__ 
ren in the Lambs Book of Life, are wonderfully unfit and unprepare&® y 
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natural heart,or the advantages Satan h 


I am hereupon greatly preſſed in my ſpirit to mite in Iove tofuch,as ! 


into captivity] tothe Law of ſin 


of the Lamb ſlain from the foundation ef. the world. 
with Paul, —1 thank, Ged through Teſws Chriſt [our 
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"Hor ;—:nd not only my Lord, for he is, Jeſus, —to ſave all his People 
"fromi{their fins. If this were only my particular Rate and caſe thus to 


++ be burdened with Corruption, hindering me from good, and inclining 


-—me to evil, this humble Acknowledgement layes a bond upon you, ag 
Brethren, joyntlyto pray for me,—that I might be delivered from this 
body of death 3 But alas 1 may, I may layof you all whac Paw 
writ to the Charches of Galatia ; — The Flefh luſteth againſt the Spirit, 
and th: Spirit againſt the Fleſh ; and theſe are contrary the one to the other ; 
[ /o _ Je cannot do the things that ye would7,] but in many [in many things] 
we offend all, 

I have (the Lord knows) tender bowels to all, yet am I humbly bold 
to ſays -—That ſuch Perſons (if any ſuch bz) as dream of a Perfetion 
in the flzſh in this world, are under dreadful delufgons, and give lit- 
tle tetimony of the in-being of the Spirit in them, though . wb pre- 
tend ſo'much for it, I judge if ſuch an eſtate in this IM in the eRtate of 
the fleſh were attainable,ſurely God would have magnihed that degree 
of grace to {ome perſons,more or leſs,at one time or other : But I find it 


FA only recorded of Jeſus Chriſt, the only begotten of the Father, who had 
'Y ., no (in,and in whoſe mouth was found no guile ; fer he was God-man, in 
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whom the divine and humane Natures were united in ene Perſon, to 
-make him a fit Mediator. Jeſus Chriſt muſt have the true Nature of 
ſinful man, to pay the price of (in ; and yet he mult not have the fin of 


7 that Naturz, for then he had jultly ſuffered for his own fin, and had not 


beep a competent Surety for ſinners, who muſt be himſelf harmleſs and 
holy: "Bear with me though I mention theſe firſt Principles of Religi- 
on in this day : for, thongh according to that Light of the Goſpel,which 


\ *hath ſhined amongſt us, we mighcall have been Preachers, yet by our 


{ "corruptions, together with Satans deluſions, we have ſadly overſlipped 


"che.day of the Golpel- Liberty, and have gained little true ſpiritual 


\Light,,God know at moſt Saints (I fear) are babes, and but babes in 
5 at this will not now recal the day of Goſpel-Liberty a- 


buſed,to re Sfintyfailings ; but I hope the {mart of miſ-ſpent time 
: wi po le b2rter to improve the day of mercy, when 
w 


ercy agun m, /Bnt the Lord knows, well might Saints 


com? hear of ap unwented (if not unknown) proſperity, 
ty "OP ke fe taGod under the Rod. I intend not to 


rif 1.mjſtakenot greatly, I diſcover ſome Pro- 
re, if therewere but ſome)” to be in danger by 
their hears roo much infawful things (ſo called atleaſt) I 
the cires and pleaſutes of this life. O Friends, I cannot bur 
| ws to ſee (at this day) ſo many (formerly perions _—_ 

" ; - . Up 


WE 
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called the laſt times, what then may we judge of theſe times | We are 


after Chriſt 2 Surely, if rhoſe were the laſt times , then our times muſt « 
- be the laſt part of the laſt times, and the very dregs of evil and finful # 
dayes, O! atwhat a high rate do men fin now (one or other) who +: | 
ſlight, or © the glorious Goſpel of Free-Grace, and the remiffion -- | 
of fin in the of the Lamb, Jeſus Chriſt, afcer this Goſpel hath © * * 


life and zeal for Chriſt) now marry the CITes , and indeedare hu- 7." 
ried in the world ; ſo that the day of Chriſt is like to cen > Weg \ 
unawares, and I fear they will be found foeliſh virgins at la I do 

but hint this by the way, but who knows to what ears and heatts t 
Lord may dire& this holy jealoutie by his Spirir, and 21Vve ſome poor 
ſouls that awakening, with hight and ſorrow for this fin never more to be + 
ſorrowed for ? 

'| My Brethren ; if in the Apoſtles times, thoſe were looked upon and . ©} 


calt into] who live 1600 years after moſt of che Apoltles and firſt Saints 


been ſo eminently preached and witneſſed to, by the Father, the Son, 
the Spirit, and the Saints, for above 1600 years > The whole rime of C 
the Jentiles Tyranny was at firſt limited to 42*Monthes, at 
the Witneſſes ſackcloth-tate to 1260 dayes : and if that timepropheti 
cally ſhall ignifie 1260 years, that time muſt now be very near icgPe®* 
Yiod, when Chriſt will again aflume his Supream Power in the We 
and over the World, according to the Promiſes and Covenant of the Fa- 
ther. My Brethren, do bur at this day caſt an eye back, andO; what i 
a very very little of all the Promiſes, Prophecies, and Viſions tap, of 

the Patriarchs, Prophets and Apoſtles are yet to be fulfilled, If we 
thorowly conſider it ? This very meditation hath been a wonderful hel 
to my faith, when I have looked backward, and found, that from 
time (eſpecially) that God called forth Abrahams, and ingaged him 


phecies of all the monſtrous bealtlyxtyrannical Pe 
they have had their actual fulfilling hicherto 5 Weng 

hecies and Scriptures have had fulfilling inandatChH(tk 
he God brought about his own Counſtts, and nelthE: men ne 
could hindet it. Let it be much upon your thouglts thorgwly 


97 der, how in all the reignand rage of the laſt Antichriftian Powers in 
© this Weſtern World, who have far exceeded in Policy, Cruelty and 
K Murder, all the four heathen beaſtly Stares before them, and in leſs than 
* +, 3#200-years hath ſhed more of the Blood of Saints by Perſecution in 
this Weſtern Empire, than-all the Heathen Pagan Powers have done, 
take in Tark, Perſian, and all the reſt : and that yet God Almighty 
ſhould in the dayes of theſe Antichriſtian Kings, and in their King. 
doms ſpread the Goſpel, preſerve Saints, and raiſe the Kingdom of hig 
Son, notwith(tanding all their power and rage ( according to Promiſe 
and Prophecy ) even where the Whore (its, and in the Kingdoms of 
thoſe earthly Kings, over whom the Woman reigns: this is marvelloug 
in my eyes, I ſay, that in all theſe Times and States Jeſus Chriſt ſhould 
yet preſerve a competent number of Witneſſes, even when and where 
| they were tortured and martyred for their Teſtimony for Jeſus Chriſt, 
and thoſe beaſtly ſavage Powers yet could neither ſtop their mouthes, 
j nor wear and root them out, as they have attempted, but thar they are 
| Rill increaſed in their number,and in their witneſs for Chriſt againſt the 
h Beaſt; this, this is the manifeſtation of the Power and Faithtulneſs of 
\ to make 200d his Promiſes, and Covenant, and Oath to Abrahans 


\ Aandhis Seed. 
=>... Now my Brethren, if you ſerioufly take a view of all theſe Promi- 
Tes and Prophecies, what, what a little, a very very very little remaing 
+... to be fulfilled, but the fall of theſe Beaſts, and the exaltation of Jeſus 
- *.” the Chriſt, the Lambupon the Mount S:2# ; Bleſſed be God, we, we ſee 
F ſo much of the Night is paſt, and therefore the day muſt be at hand : 
4 y dearly Beloved, the fields look white to the harveſt, and the cr 
hs 

Wa 


ready ta.cur,yea,the barvelt-man is pr he hath his ſharp Sickle 


Temple will prevail. I (ay the fields begin to look white tothe harveſt; 


ight is dazky, and there's none to ſay, How Long ? 
(fear) deadens the Hopes, and; hnks the 

houldindeed quicken them ; Come it will, and 
ever And why not now? for certain this greatDay 
AaHour Loriimedming; for his immediate Hatbin- 
Luſi down abovEthis three years, Signs in Heaven 
- thetefore why do ye not believe and 


| -«»&ofthe E 
_ ers ha 
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can ſay but this may be the laſt Call from Jeſus Chriſt to his EleFin > 
theſe parts, —to come out of Babylon ? "Wh. 

Precious Souls! 1 have very ſtrong impulſes upon my heart, that 1 | 
| am moved by the Lord in tenderneſs to differing Saints, to write theſe WW -« 
lines, and deal plainly with you, as becomes a Brother : I have ho other 
delign in it (God knows) but the Glory of Chriſt, the Honour of the Go- 
ſpel, and the preſent and eternal Comfort of Saints, I have hy Provi- 
dence been rolled up and down, and caſt into ſeveral Families of Pro- 
>» feflors under various Forms, and have been a diligent Obſerver of ſuch 
perſons as I have bzen converſant with ; ſo that (poſſibly) I may have 
betrzr ground to write this General Epiſtle, then ſome others of the 
Lords Servants, who could perform it better then my ſelf, But what- 
evet impeif:ion any do diſcover in the Pen-man, cover but with Love, 
and thzn I know yoa may diſcern a Voice of the Spirir, 

Brethren, ſuffzr, I bztezch you, from me that by exhortation, which 
is the command of Jeſus the Chriſt, —Come ont of ber my People, (thatis, 
Babylon ) that ye be not Pariakgrs of her fins, and that ye recerve not of her 
plagues : — of her plagues : This Call 18 by a Voice from Heaven, or out * 
of th heavenly Rate ; which Call, with che ground moving the Lord © ©» 
Jeſus to give one Call more at laſt to his deceived People, is more fully 
expreſt by Feremiah, — Flee ont of the midſt of Babylon, and deliver ever 
man | his ſoul, be not cut off in her iniquity : for this is the time of the Lords 
vengeance, be ſhall render unto her « recompence : I beſeech you miſtake 
i menot, 1 preſs not this ſeaſonable Exhortation upon you as if I'i 
ded to urge a new thing upon you, never heard of before ; no, i, I 
know the Exhortation 18 old and common, and yet ([fear) the voice of 
Chrift is not underſtood init : I judge the words are frequently uſe 
- and preſ(s'd in all Forms, yea.even in Babylon, and by her Pciefts. Now 


the Light of the Goſpel is ſo gloricuſly broken/forth, and grofler A 2 
min1cons are ſo diſcovered, —that the Devil 26d is Minitte 
fain to transform themſelves into Angels of Lighty” and Iearn the Lan- 
vis1aſt Where is | 
i0-God _ 
+ duabey WE 
ea, even in Ba- 7. 
Iprofeis, I © 
heyfook . ; 


Os i. 
- 


| euaye of heavenly Szints ; and here he pla 
that Fo:m of People at this day pretends 
Cry out of Babylon, and call—— Come ont « 
b;lon ? O thn what a deep undiſcoyered 
| know no Form of People pretending Religious 

upon th:mſelves as the onely rus Worſhippers : 
the onely true Way of Wotthip, affd efteemt all other Way 
Antichiſtian, and therefore call uns DyIye in ocher Fol 
rate, - Come out of Babylon, and come m. Fne 
knowingly, fram the mouths of Leaders-and TeachwUs;. 
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nown to you all) I ſhould not have dared to'to have laid facky 
charg2 upon Saints : and what is all this but Bgbel and Babylon, Datk< * 
neſs and Confulion? This is the very ſpring and riſe of Perſecution 
&*: where th2 ſtronger Party carries it againſt the weaker or leſſer, like Hes 
thens, or meer men ; and is not this Babylon ? Look well into old Baby- 
lon, or new Babylon, and what were the one, or what are the other, but 
Models and Forms of Civil and Ecclehaftical Governments, framed and. 
compiled by ſuch as they took to be the wiſeſt and moſt able men in 
their times, in great Councils, neither ſeeing nor ſecking further than 
humane Reaſon, and the greater Vote; and Laws or Canons thus con- 
Rituted, by the Sword and Power of Fleſh to force and compel Obedi- 
ence thereunto 2 And certainly this is Babylon. | 
My Brethren, I confe(s [ have a very narrow path to walk in, to deat 
faithtullyH=tween God and his People, and not offend one Party : but. 
I can ſay, (if -it were the will of God). would neither provoke the - 
Oae, nor off2nd the O:hzr ; yer if I become an Enemy to any, becauſe 
I tell th:m the Truth, which thzy do not know, neither ate willing to 
know, I ſhall bzg that the Lord would both diſcover and pardon that fin 
' alſo, that nothing may keep them from ſeeing the Lord in the Beauties 
_.of Holineſs, in the approaching day of Refreſhment, 
$ ©, _  Osjeft. Butpofſibly aquick Retort is made, That I lay my Charge too 
_ deep, when I charge Saints to be ſtill in Babylon, whom they defie : for 
; y although the Saints are divided and diftinguithed into many Foxms, yet 
© 2 thgfe Forms or Models of Diſcipline and Government they ate under, 
areg.not formed by the Wit and Wills of men,, but from the Word of 
God, and moſt of thzſe Separate-People are (o far from Perſecution, 
* that they would have none compelled againſt Conſcience ; but we oughr 
®” to ſeparate from evil Perſons and Things. ; 
At _afrſv. Here, here is the great point indeed, which would require . _ 
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wolumn to treat fully on ;, yer if the Lord would but give in the light 
of his Spicit/tatheſe things, Baby/on was fallen, was fallen indeed, 
Breaches ws. Sai re made up, and the Glory of new Jer»ſalens 


would ſhine Fc 
2.” Babyloniſh day 


This a 
Sc th. (the Spirit that gave and reveals the 


Spuat of 
ies of the Calpe by which the Lord diſcovers Babylon, and will 
her with the brightneſs of his coming, as he is more mani- 


0 
te nts: Iſha gnerave leave to commend ſome pre- 
cief ou! ; 40 you, and the amination of them to you to Ve. 


ve, through the Vicſſing of God, by the Spirit in Jeſus, 


*% 


r nothing hinders it (inftrumentally) but 
fion among Saints, though yet they ſee 
the "main work of our day, toſeck and 


Fit, 


7 


Fir," Tuſſert, [That moft Model; and Forms for Worſhip, or 1n which <a 
God #s wor/kipped at this day) are Babyloniſh, and formed by the Wits and | 
Wills of Men," even among Sain:s ; I can re:rat my Words, hut yer 
grieve and mourn that it is io, and that 1 ſhould have cauſe in the Name | 
of Jeſus Chijthto lay ſo deep ard dreadful a Charge upon Szints and 
Profeſſors after'ſo. long a time of Goſpel-ligtt amongſt Us, That ihe 
Charge is true, is too manifett : For if the various Forms of profeifing 
People were directed by the Spitit cf Truth, and.not by the Wi:s and 
Spirits of men, whence then comes all this Babyloniſh Confufon and 
Divifions among Saints both in Dcrine and Order ? To charge this 
evil upon the Spirit of God, is blaſphemy in a high Degree ; and there-= 
fore the fin mult lie upon Saints, for ſo yet I would account them. I 
ſhall not enlazge upon the ſubje&, but muſt rake the boldneſs to ſay, — 
That by want of the Light and Guidance of the Spirit of Truth, poor 
dark bewildered Saints miltake their Way and Work : — One king 
n the Scripture.in one ſenſe, another in another ſenſe, and ſo doth a third, 
7 a fourth, and a fifth, &c. and (o ſuch perſons under ſuch a perſwaſ.on, 
| (and Light, as they term ic, which is Da»kneſs oft times) fall into Pate 
tics and Forms ;” and is not this Babylon ? Yet every Party cries out of SS 
Babylen, and calls— Come out of Baby/on : O what hath fin brovughgn © 
that excellent Creature Man, to! that his Underſtanding ſhould be ſos 
darkened, and the Man io deceived, that he verily thinks that be ſerves d 
\- God, when indeed he ſerves the Devil! O what bath fin brought Man 
to! To take Darkneſs for Light, and Light for Darkneſs! Tox 
Errour for Truth, and Truth for Errour! And yet this 1s the ſtate 
moſt, if not all Saints, in one degree or other, That I may (through , 
Grace) ſpeak home to differirg Saints, and clearly diſcover the bottom” _ 
bf Divifions, and ſet upon the hearts of the Elect a deep conviction of _ 
theſe common and dreadful Miſtakes about ſeveral Forms and Model 
Divine Worſhip, I ſhall fully demonſtrate to them'that while, they argyn 
this fate, they are inBabylon,and that the LardFe | hath a (pgcial 
—_ to theſe Divifons, in this laſt call to hi eople;— To cowe out 
of Babylon. That I may do this Work with tht more clefyreſs to con- &# 
viction, I (ball obſerve this Order : - 
Firt,Ptove that People in this ſtatE,are in 
on, Where mens own Spirits are their Gui | ! 
Secondly, Demonſtrate that people in theſe Formepmaot ledinto nd 
them by the Spirit of God, 6 & F 
This is the Aſſertion 1 am to prove, —7 hat thoſe portievitar Fines: and  , Þ 
Models of Worſhip and Government, into which People of ag Priſon z.M 
are formed and nnied, accuegſeccely, 2h oely they is. (web a Forms. ell 
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Fs ade. 1s known to you-all) I ſhould not have dared to'to have laid Gi F 
As charg2 upon Saints : and what is all this but Bgbel and Babylon, Darka 
neſs and Confulion? This is the very ſpring and riſe of Perſecution, 
&*: where thz ſtronger Party carries it againſt the weaker or lefler,like Hee > 
thens, or meer men ; and is not this Babylon ? Look well into old Babyz * 
lon, or new Babylon, and what wzre the one, or what are the other bur 
Models and Forms of Civil and Ecclehaſtical Governments, framed and. - ; 
compiled by ſuch as they took to be the wiſeſt and moſt able men in 
their times, in great Councils, neither ſeeing nor ſecking further than 
humane Reaſon, and the greater Vote; and Laws or Canons thus con- 
ſituced, by the Sword and Power of Fleſh to force and compel Obedi- 
ence thereunto > And certainly this is Babylon, | 
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" Fir," Tofſert, [That moſt Moacl; and Forms for Worſhip, or 1n whici 
God & worſhipped at this day) are Babyloniſh, and formed by the Wits and 
Wills of Men, even among Sain:s ; I canreirat my Words, hue yec 
grieve and mourn thatitis io, and that I ſhould have cauſe in the Name * 
of Jeſus Chijſtto lay ſa deep and dreadful a Charge upon Szints and 
Profeſlors aſterſo long atime of Goſpel. light amongſt Us. Thaccke -& 7 
Charge is tiue, is too manifett : For it thevaiiors Forms of profeiiing | 
People were ditected by the Spitit of Truth, and.nor by the Wi:s and 
Spirits of men, whence then comes all this Babyloniſh Confuſon and 
Diviſions among Saints both in Dc&rine and Order ? To charge this 
evil upon the Spirit of God, is blaſphemy in a high Degree ; and there- 
fore the ſin mult lie upon Gvines, for ſo yet 1 would account them, I 
ſhall not enlarge upon the ſubje 2, but muſt take the boleneſs to ſay, — 
That by want of the Light and Guidance of the Spitit of Truth, poo 
dark bewildered Saints miltake their Way and Work : — Oneta os 
the Scripture.in one ſenſe, another in another ſenſe, and ſo doth a third, 
a fourth, and 2 fifth, &c. and (o ſuch perſons under ſuch a perſwakon, 
(and Light, as they term ic, Which is Dazkneſs oft times) fall into Pare 
ties and Forms ;' and is not this Babylon ? Yet every Party cries out of 7 
Babylen, and calls— Come out of Babylon : O what hath fin brovghyws 44 
5 that excellent Creature Man, to! that his Underſtanding ſhould be” ſo« » AY 
8 darkened, and the Man lo deceived, that be verily thinks that be ſerves Wn 
if- God, when indeed be ſerves the Devil! O what bath fin broughe 4% 
| to! To take Darkneſs for Light, and Light for Darkneſs ! Tools 
Errour for Truth, and Truth for -Errour! And yet this is the ſtate'TF 
moſt, if not all Saints, in one degree or other, That I may (through » 4 
Grace) ſpeak home to differirg Saints, and clearly diſcover the bore 
bf Divifons, and ſet upon the hearts of the Elect a deep conviQtion of 
theſe common and dreadful Miſtakes about ſeveral Forms and M 
Divine Worſhip, I ſhall fully demonſtrate to themi'that they 
this fate, they are inBabylon,and that the LadJEu 
of Fey to theſe Divifons, in this laſt call to Phe: out. 
That I may do this Work nh i =, Greſs to CON 
c Frmcg I {ball obſerve this Order 
 Firſt,Ptove that People in this ſtatE, are in or bay jbieieis is 
Babylon, where mens own Spirits are their Gut TY , 


Secondly, Demonſtrate that prays in For hot lec 
"ag and » 


them by hy Spirit of God, 
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have the Spirit of Truth with them, and that all ther Perſons and Form, 
are erroneous, falſe, and to be ſeparated from, as in Babylon ;. and yet this i 
very Babylon. I hope it needs not be put upon me to prove that among 
us there are many Forms of Separate-people under theſe perſWaſigng, 
and in this practice, while both are ſo common ;- but I judge it not con. 
venient to give them by Name, but proceed to make good my Charge 
againſt the Thing, Therefore conlider theſe few things ſeriouſly : | 

Firſt, That this practice is B.by/oniſh and from Babylon, is evident : 
for thus myliical Bzby/on was :ounded, and raiſed her butlcing— from 
the Scriptures, as her Leadeis and Rul-1s judged the Scriptures ſpake, 
or at lealt as they maJe them to ſpeak, by cormpting and perverting;the 
Scriptures : Who are lo-1gnorant that the y do not know that at this ve. 
ry day, Babylon would taiher all their Power and Juriſdiction they exers 
Ciſe, even io Idolarry and Murder, 1 pon the Scriptures and Divine Au- 
thori:y from G00? and yet are Babylon to1 all that , yea, and becaule of 
that : Now 4 here do men natle heir Citte:ent perſwattions; but from dife 
Ferent taking , or miltaxing,) the true and right ſenſe of. the Scriptures? 
all is fathered th-1e, and 1o they make the Scripture ſpeak ,what their 
Reaſon or Underſtandings judge to be the minde of the Spirit, and fo 
they cloſe : and doth not Babylon the ſame, and hath as good Warrant 
As thele ? . 

Secondly, That theſe ſeveral Sefts and D;/wifjons in and about the 
Worſhip of God and Government, do arile and grow out of the Wits 
ind Wills of Men (as Men) is clear and undeniable upon this ground,» 
That however perſons in their preſent perſwahons ſeem high and fixt in 
their way, pretending the light and leading of the Spitic ttrongly, and 
therefore ſeparate from all other forms,and deeply judge and cenſure all 
differing from them ;. yet after chis , (ſuppoting they have received 


times into the fame Form they a lictle before ſeparated from, as Anti» 
chriſtian and Babjlowſh ; and the utmolt they can ſay for their change, 
is, They Tok then p=2rſwaded in their Judzements that was the Fruth 


4 better 1:igbr) theſe very perſons fall into ſome other Form, and ſomes 


then, and thig ts the Tx0th now ; and doth not Babylon ſay the ſame ? 
Good Lord! tadeep Myltery is Baby/on yer to molt Saints! and 


what dreadful fins ar fns of Babylon ! — that makes the holy God, 
the holy Spirit, and theKoly Scriptures to be their Authoriry and War- 
rant toka'at #18 rare! and yer alf this while cry, — Come out of Baby- 
lon ? < 


- Thirdly, Tha theſe Prople and Setts are onely formed and founded in 
the VVits, VVAls, and humane Reaſon of Men, alſo 1s very manifeſt 
from the Fruits and Effects following them 3 — V Vhat carnal-and ſinful 

| | PIC- 


prejudice, ' diviſions and cenſuting is there, in theſe Parties, of theur 
Brethren, who Cannoticome up to their preſent thoughts «nd perſwali- 
ons 2 However poor ſouls deceive themſelves, and are hurried by blind 
zeal, yet for certain the fiuits moſt appearing in them, are fruits of the 
Fleſh, and not of the Spirit ; for Saints to be divided in heart, and into 
Parties about Teachers and Forms; (o as to envy, revile and ſeparate, (0 
as to bteak the Bond of Cariltian Love and O:der, this diſcovers ſuch 
to be very Babes in the School of Chiiſt, and to be more carnal than 
ſpiritual : This is not mine, but Paul's reaſoning, (1 Cor. 3.3,4.) and 
the Argument is not the weaker becauſe it is old, — Te are yet carnal : 
for whereas there 14 among you exwvyings, and ſirife, and diviſions or fattions, 
are ye not carnal and walk as men, or according to man? While one ſaith, 1 
ans of Paul, and another, I am of Apollos, are ye not carnal ? | hope 
word tothe wiſe is enough, therefore I would onely leave this to confi- 
deration, —That hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, flrife, ſeditions, he- 
refies, and envyings (Gal.5.19,20,21.) among Saints, in and about the 
Wayes and Worſhip of God, are really the fraits of the fleſh, as well as | 
Adwltery, Idolatry and Murder : And is it not then high time Hat the 
Lord ſhould awaken dreaming deluded Saints, and indeed call them outg, _ 
of Babylon, that they loſe not the Light of the Lamb in his Appearing 
and Glory with his holy Hoſt, and they (outwardly) fall and periſh wich 
Babyloz, while they think they are in Mount Sion ? | 
Secondly, 1 ſhall in the next place demonſtrate the foreſaid Pofiti 
negatively, that theſe Forms and FaCtions are not from the Spirit of God, 
but ariſe in Peoples own deceived ſpirits, and as hurried bySatan, in ſuch ./7 
1gnorant zeal ; the very ſame Which ſtirred up Saw (after, Paul) to pet 
ſecute the true Chriſtians, and the trus Church of Chriſt, (Att.22.3,4 
&c. At.26,1,2,3,8&c, At.21,20,21.) and thought he did well, and & r 
bis duty ; yea, it is the ſame ſpirit which ſtirred/up the-Chriſtian Je _ 
to perſecute Pax, from miſtaken z2al for the Laws Breihren, Ibe- 
feech you hear me patiently, examine and then judge.gHeffure you, my 
Bowels yern towards you, and Chriflian CompalſhonMiovgs me onely in 
the Lord to uſe this plainneſs for the good andgomforrt;of your Souls, 
and that you may no longer deceive your ſelFeF®angSthat when aur 
Lord ſhall come (whom I hope ye look for) he day-noe ou in. Ba- 
bylon, (miting your fellow-ſervants, with heart,tongue, or but that 
you may be ready to enter into your Lords Joy. Ther ler, 
Firſt, Theſe finful Seas and Diviſions among Saints, Mtarnal, fl: (he 
ly, and from mens own ſpirits, and not frowÞthe Spitizaf God : for the 
Spirit of God is but one ; there is bur ohe God, one Ohrikt, one Wy 7 | 
and one Way of true ſpixitual — of God, and nqt-aay ; | 
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"the Apoſtle lays down ( Epheſ.4.4, 5,6) a$ a general Principle, —There 
35 one Body (vf Chrilt) and one Spirit, one Lord (Jeſus) one Faith,ong Bap. 
tiſm (or Form of true Worſhip) one God and Father of all, who is above 
all, and through all, and in you all, Matk it, there is but one true Myſti. 
cal Body of Cnriſt, but one Spirit of Truth, but one Faith to Salvati- 
on, bur one true Form of Goſp21-Worſhip,but one Lord Jeſus, and but 
one God and Father of all the Ele& by Jeſus Chiiſt : Therefore all 
wayes and forms of Worthip | but one, revealed by the Spirit of Truth 
in the Scripture of Truth] are falfe, erroneous, Babylonith, and by the 
Wits and wills of carnal d2ceived men, and'not ftom the Spirit of God, 
Secondly, Theſe ſad and finful Faftions and Forms among Saints, are 
not from the Spiric of Truth, but from their own-deceived fpirits, is 
thus manifelted ;-— The Spirit of Truth teachzth other things, and bet- 
ter things than theſe : Pal ſrith, The fruus of th: fleſh are manifeſt — 
Alultery, Idolatry, Murder — Hatred Variance, Emmlation, Wrath, Strife 
—— Bat the fruit of the Spirit , 8s Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gen- 
tleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekveſs, — Gal. 5.22,23. I may not enlarge 
$ +. here upon the particular Graces of the Spirit as they put forth them- 
W f ſelves 1n Saints, but I may ſay this in general, — That the Spirit in 
© ..,. Saints can diſtinguiſh between Saint and Saint, firong and weak, enligh- 
| tened or dark, Saints at liberty and Saints under temptations ; and ſo 
only the breach is made up, and the wound healed, O Brethren, if we 


fon all a&ed more by the Spiric of Grace, and leſs by our own carnal 
h 
a 


ſpirits, we ſhould be more like Jeſw Chriſt, more full of bowels 
| and compaſſion to the ignorant, and ſuch as are out of the way. I ſhall 
'n »end this in that healing Exhortation of the Apoltle, Gal, 6, 1,—Bretbren, 
C if a man be ouer-taken in a fault, ye which are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch a one 
4nthe Spiric of Methneſs, conſidering thy ſelf, leſt thou alſo be tempted, 

” ©*"Thirdly, Theſe Gnful FaStions among Saints, are from mens own 
ſpiris, and noffromthe Spirit of God and Grace ; for they have nei- 
ther Precept 1 e of Saints in the Goſpel to warrant it, but the 
contraty alcagecher.' The Old Teſtament is the declaration of one Co- 
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| we venant, of ong God, ops Church, and one Worſhip ; The New Telta- 

[i | mentalſo dec New-Covenant, one of Jeſus the Chriſt, one 

q Faith, oneBapriſm, Myliccal Body : yet in that one Body many 
l M<mberg, or that Body divided into many Societies, Companies oc 
| - * Cong * hibitacion or near co-habitation ; but the whole Bo- 


*#dy of Garin Sain's living together in one City, or a part in ſeveral 
3 "Ces or Countries were fone Faith, in one order of the Uolpel, 
26d all in mucil Love and FeNowiſhip as one Body or: Church, This 
"04s che (ing of he Primitive Churches of the Goſpel founded by Chit 
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and his Apoſlles, amongſt which Jeſus Chriſt walked, #nd amongſt 
whom the Apoſiles [ 7 vers and converſed, and none of :\ therefore 
ſuch Societies only are Churches of Chriſt, It is now (the Lord knows) 
a hard matter to number up the ſeveral FaRions of People formed and 
united in ſeveral Opinions which Chriſt & the Goſpel knows not ; and 
yet every patty profeſling ro worſhip God above others, each ſeveral 
Company accounting their way the only true way of Worſhip, and that 
only,and ſo they divide and ſeparate from all other Perſons and Forms 


| and Practices are meerly Baby/on;ſh, and were never known in the Chur- 
ches. of Saints till Antichriſt aroſe, O what a wonderful cheat is An- 
richcift! and what dreadful Darkneſs & Delufon yet poſſeſleth Saints, 
that they rake themſelves to be in Sion, when indeed they arc in Baby- 
lon'! and Chriſt knows itis ſo and therefore calls, — Come out of Her 
$2 my People, Poor hearts, I ſpeak my experience (and by light received) 
my ſoul mourns for you,and moums after you,and to my Exhortation I 
joyn my prayers, - That yet the' Lord would give forth the Spirit more 
fully to diſcover your preſent Rate-and Randing, for little do you think 
what ſpirits {you are led by. Certainly perſons under ſuch 6ngulay' 
Opinions diſcover and ram and ignorance (whoever they be; ) 4 
£ theſe two are the very Bafi 
upon Which ſhe Rands : remove theſe, and Babyten is in the duſts; The 
better to manifeſt this to you, conſider, 


wayes, ſo as to condemn all others, and I from them as Anti 
chriſtian, and account themſelves only to have the Spiriv and 
- only People of God, and none but they ; this difcoverg' wo 
pride,arrogancy & rathneſs ; and ordinarily theſe fingular hh 
prove bur thoughts and miſtakes at laſt, . This is aJad diveling 
and Principle of Antichriſt; and diſcovered t6 creep in 
| time, It was this Spirit which was got int 
which cauſed them to deſpiſe the Apoſttes th 
light, and of ſmall gifts ro them : What e 
humble; Rebukes Paul writes to that Church , 
f Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye bave reignell ms Kt 
I would to God that ve did reign, that we alſo might re: | 
We are f wan for C briſt's ſake, but ye are wiſe in(hbr/ſt ; 
ye are ong * ye are hourable, but we are deſprfed. Such 
| among the Romans, which the Apoſtle reproves, Rom:2,-1hbe make 
X boaſts of God, and knowing hw will, and are able to approve of »be 


cellent things and (are confulen) thax they are legs ugh, in 
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as falſe, Antichiiſtian, and in Babylon, while (1 fear) their Doctrine 


Is 
s upon which Babylon is builr,and the Pillars - © 


Firſt, Perſons under theſe ſingular Opinions of their own Light#ed £ | 
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wal: / few” | hawe the forns of it e knowl 8 of the Txath.: and = 

even theſe perſz;c cauſed the Name of God co be Ain , bb 7 the Gin. 
tiles, Its, itis-e ſhime to mention the pride of deceived cofeſlors, 
who proteſiing themielves wile (above all others) become fools, or diſ- 
cover their weakneſs, - being giddy. and high-minded, dire&ly oppo- 
fite to the Spirit of Saints, the Spurix of Chriſt, his Apoltlss, and the 
Goſpel, which teacheth more humility, and to look upon the things of 
others as better than our own. - It is wonderful (range that perſons 

profeiling the Goſpel, ſhould yet be ſuch rangers to the Spitit of the. 

Goſpel, to ſay nomare. | hs. 

* Secondly, Theſe fingular Opinjons. and Practices, diſcayer wondet- 

' il ignorance and weakneſs,to accuſe their Brethrep, and ſeparate from, 

hem as in Babylon, and this is their own Rate ; nay,poſſibly thoſe they. 

condemn, are nearer to the xule of the Goſpel than themſelves, Surg- 

ly if this charge which ſome Profeſſors lay upon others, (hall not bear 

: Feightinthe Ballance of the Santuary, the accuſers will be found to. 

— peak evil of the things they 'know not,. but by a deceived carnal judg- 

-mert; and thac fad hen that ſad Divifion in the Church of Fad 

* ©. ruth was declared to Paul, that they ſaid, —I am of, Paul, and I amof 

+, Apollos, / am of Cephas, and [ an of (brit, — The Apolile chargeth - ; 
as a (ih of 1gnorance, and to convince them, he uſeth this as his | 

main argument ;— Zs Chriſt divided ? hath Chriſt ſo many bodies ? and 
le them that to conſider. This was ſo contrary to the received: 

| Premeiples y fn Goſpel, that he judged the pondering upon that,was : | p 

| 2%, £D0u h to G&iſcover their own carnal thoughts 0 be the ſpring of ſuch, 

| + Tritons ; for the Spirit of Chriſt and the Goſpel teacherh the quite 

WF"  confraty 5ag- Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuſfering, Gentlexeſc, &c. bearing | 

l 024 Dc hortles | 
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thens, and| ſo fuifilling the Law of Chriſt , | and therefore 
Paal preflich thi era} exhortation from the Priſon, — Z beſeech you, F 
that att ney the vocation wherewith je are called, | with all lowl;- 
. neſs anÞmeck % \2u4 l ng-ſuſfering, forbrar one another in love, | endea- I” 
voiring\ to keepthe, of the Spirit | xn the Bord of Peace, Epheſ.q.1, 
 .2;. Andtheg is Exhortation the Apoſtle draws from the 
* ” Oneneſs ,of the: Body .of. Chriſt, and of Goſpel-Worthip, 
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Al »ibc Divifions among Saints ſufficiently .diſco- 
nt-Rate, and their new breaking forth of Baby/ox,that they 
dapd tintured with Babylon; and no queſtion, bur as the , 
Truth is more 21iven forth, the Spirit of Antichiiſt 
cloſe delufions, that he cannot de- 
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. of Saints cloſer-communion,. with God; þ 


judice tcainft the ublt Preachers 


acquit then of Yd failings, which have Gauſed the 

Ap of,. and are'an inftruggenr4l cauſe ts 
ifits to draw into corne | weak. 

(which was their weakneſs ſs) by which and 
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Fizft, Blaſphemy, indenying or anv; 
Secondly, In corrupting the' pps | 
Blood of Cluil, by bringing in the 
or Chiſt s dying equally for all 
ly, By inſtituting or foundingth$Chut 
Opinion,or ſubmicting co an Opinion, this 
Chri't, All theſe are 1n Baby/op, mnd from! ,, 2nd Will periſh with 
Babylon, | T7 9 | 
Foxrthly, Theſe Factions aff 
the Spirit of Grace; and it is | 
ons and forms are great lirinpen 
2 holy and inward cloſe walking with 
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that is a vagy bond Religion which fayes in tt ne PA AI 
is worſe which comes not tothe Form of Godlineſs. F” a; WT 
My Paper and Prudence calls me to.conclude,and therefore 1 ponde * 
Saints to look more to theis Souls, and to'the Duties of "Relation natus# 
ral, civil and ſpiritual. ... 7 9? | bg 
It y=t remains that 3 make ſohe r y ihe latzer part of th= Oh- | 
j2&ion ; —That theſe ptr ſons are ag uſt force and penige ſor Comſci<+ -- 
ence, but where perſons walk diſorderly, to wuhdra G Ka — I 
For my part, I cannot ſay that all Corre&ions 6x Þ pe iqghutes 
and corruptions in and about the Worſhip of God Us the Golpel, is 18 
Perſecution ; yet I do confels,that withdrawing oulepugiing from "4 
Wayes andFfal'c Worſhip,is a bleſled Ordinatice  Goc 
uſed ; but for Saints to ſeparate from Saincs, and mn 
ches, and {© un-ſ{aint the onezand-un-chureh rhe others 
bare opinions or [elf-conjeRures, and novin cheTigh 2p 
er of Chriſt, becomes a fin of a high nature. Alas, many 
not what ſpizir they are led by, andit is mech 'o be Teane 
of tate may change their minds in omg avings 25 Welkas i 
My Brehren, in tender Chiftian Bowels\T have wi 
you, and (hall follory rhem. with eazneſtand 0 
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